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Social Security Covers War Service 


Wage Credits of $160 a Month If 90 Days or More 


OAST GUARD personnel, whether Re- 
serve or Regular, officer or enlisted, 
who under certain conditions had 90 days 
or more active military service in World 
War II are eligible for certain social se 
curity benefits. The extent of these bene- 
fits seem to be generally unknown to 
eligible servicemen. 

A social security pamphlet entitled, 
“Your New Social Security” outlines the 
benefits and where applicable. The fol- 
lowing is taken from that publication. 


World War Il Service 


*If you had 90 days or more of active 
military service in World II, you have 
social security wage credits for the 
months you were on duty. 

“The amended Social Security Act pro- 
vides wage credits of $160 a month for 
each month of service in World War II 
in addition to any wages actually paid for 
work in covered employment. This ap- 
plies to men and women who saw active 
duty in any branch of our armed services 
after September 15, 1940, and before July 
25, 1947, including those who died in serv- 
ice and those whose discharge or release 
was under conditions other than dishon- 
orable. (Ninety days of active service 
are not required if discharge was by 
reason of disability or injury incurred or 
aggravated in the line of duty.) 

“If your active service lasted six cal- 
endar quarters, you are insured under 
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the old-age and survivors insurance until 
at least July 1954. 

“While for social security purposes, 
these credits for service in World War 
II count the same as wages in civilian 
employment, they are not actually listed 
on your wage record. Determination of 
your wage credits will be made when you 
file an application for retirement bene- 
fits, or when an application is filed in the 
event of your death. It will be necessary 
at that time to furnish proof of military 
service and if you were discharged, proof 
that the conditions were other than dis- 
honorable. These military wage credits 
will then be added to the wage credits 
you have accumulated in the work cov- 
ered by social security before and since 
your period of military service. The com- 
bination of wage credits earned in covered 
employment, and World War II wage 
credits, cannot exceed $3,000 in any one 
year. 


May Benefit Immediately 


“These wage credits will immediately 
benefit many survivors of men who died 
while in military service, regardless of 
the length of such service. Also, World 
War II wage credits may benefit sur- 
vivors of servicemen who died after dis- 
charge. For example, a man who served 
in World War II for 18 months may have 
died ‘insured’ on the basis of military 
If he left a widow with 
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service alone. 
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children who were dependent and are 
now under 18, these survivors would be 
eligible for monthly benefit payments 
after August 1950. 

“The World War II wage credits do 
not count toward social security benefits 
if monthly benefits based in whole or part 
on the same period of active service are 
determined to be payable by the Army, 
Navy, Civil Service, or other Federal re- 
tirement system. (Wage credits are not 
affected by compensation or pensions de- 
termined to be payable by the Veterans’ 
Administration. ) 

“If a veteran with World War II serv- 
ice dies within three years of the date 
of his discharge and no compensation or 
pension is paid by the Veterans’ Admin- 
istration, his dependent survivors are 
eligible for social security payments 
under a special provision of the law which 
grants the payments without regard to 
covered employment. In such cases, 
however, the $160 a month wage credits 
are used only if, combined with actual 
earnings credit, they will give higher 
payments to the family. 

“The widow of every man who died 
after serving in World War II should in- 
quire about benefits at a social security 
office, regardless of whether death oc- 
curred in service or after discharge.” 

It should be added that explanation of 
these benefits will gladly be given by any 
life insurance agent or social security 
office. 





Port Security Brassard 
Is Now Authorized 


A brassard for all personnel engaged 
in port security duties and to be worn 
when the COTP directs has been estab- 
lished and prescribed by Headquarters. 
To be worn over the outer garment cn 
the right arm halfway between the shoul- 
der and elbow, the band is of red cloth 
surcharged with blue block letters read- 
ing, “COTP.” The allowance of the bras- 
sards is 60 percent of the complement of 
all port security units. While the initial 
supply will be mailed direct from Head- 
quarters thereafter additional ones are to 
be obtained from district supply depots. 


United Nations Day Is 
Celebrated October 24 


The Commandant has asked all units 
to participate where possible upon the 
occasion of United Nations Day which 
will be celebrated Wednesday, October 
24, by official proclamation of President 
Truman. The President asks the citi- 
zens of the nation to remember “that the 
anniversary commemorates a landmark 
in the history of the human race, and 
that its significance should be cherished 
in our hearts.” 

Pamphlets concerning the function of 
the United Nations have been distributed 
to Headquarters personnel as well as to 
those of the Districts. 


Commandant Urges 
Purchase of Defense Bonds 


With the opening of the present De- 
fense Savings Bond campaign by the 
Treasury Department, the Commandant 
urges that all military and civilian per- 
sonnel in the service commence or in- 
crease their purchase of these securities. 

Pointing out that this is a most oppor- 
tune time for military personnel to be- 
come bondholders because of the recent 
enactment of the “Servicemen’s Indem- 
nity Act of 1951” resulting in the granting 
of a waiver of premiums to all who hold 
NSLI or GI insurance on the term plan 
plus a partial waiver of premiums for 
those holding such insurance on a per- 
manent plan, a recent Commandant’s 
Circular suggests that the cash saved by 
reason of these actions and cash sur- 
render should be “put to work again by 
the purchase of Defense Bonds.” 

Describing how a minimum allotment 
of $6.25 a month will buy a $25.00 bond 
every 3 months, or a minimum payroll 
deduction of $3.75 per pay period will 
purchase a $25.00 bond every 5 pay pe- 
riods, the circular states how such bonds 
purchased may be kept on deposit with 
the Treasury Department or will be 
mailed out to any address specified. 

The Coast Guard holds the lowest per- 
centage participation in bond buying of 
any bureau of the Treasury Department. 
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NEW CHAMPS OF THE MONOMY SURFBOAT—Winners over four other crews, the fellows 
from the Neah Bay Lifeboat Station let their smiles tell the story of the 13th Dis- 
trict’s Annual Monomoy Surfboat Race held over Labor Day week-end at Port 
Angeles Harbor. Top picture shows CAPT. Allen Winbeck presenting the 
Admiral’s Trophy to CBOSN R. J. Wilson, Commanding Officer of the Neah Bay 
Station while David D. Dixon, BM2(L), coxswain of the crew holds the perpetual 
trophy. Lower picture is of the victorious crew and in the usual order: Coxswain 
Dixon; Jack MacDonald SN (ET); Leslie Philips, SN; Bernard Brunk, Jr. SN, 
Jerry Burssea SA, Robert Remmenga SN, Wendell Finkbeiner SN, Earnest Reaume 

SN, and Ray Solheim, SA. 





NE OF the provisions of Public Law 
23 recently passed by Congress ex- 
tends to a veteran who originally 
had National Service Life Insurance or 
U. S. Government Life Insurance and 
gave it up to come under the free $10,- 
000 indemnity. In doing so he has be- 
come entitled to additional alternatives. 
This “waiver of premium” procedure 
works to both the disadvantage and ad- 
vantage of the policy holder. Through 
the courtesy of the J. D. Marsh Asso- 
ciates of Washington, D. C., the editors 
of the Bulletin are able to present a table 
of pros and cons. It should be remem- 
bered,- however, that the following table, 
is best used as q guide only, and final de- 
cision as to waiver or not must be made 
by the policy holder. 
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Servicemen’s Life Insurance 


“Waiver of Premiums’’—For and Against 








Though the table is of unusual length 
it is believed its full publication in one 
issue of the Bulletin is warranted under 
the circumstances. 

Thus the policy holder may do one of 
three things: (1) Continue the old in- 
surance in full force and effect by the 
payment of premiums; (2) Terminate 
the old insurance in order to come under 
the provisions of the Gratutity Indem- 
nity ($10,000 free insurance); (3) Keep 
the old insurance ‘and make application 
for waiver of the cost of the pure in- 
surance (i. e., the entire cost of a term 
policy, or that portion of the premium on 
& permanent policy representing the cost 
of the pure insurance risk). 


Part [—Permanent Contracts 
ALTERNATIVE NO. 1 


Continuance insurance in force by full payment of premiums. 


ADVANTAGES 


Possibility that annual dividend may exceed actual cost of pure insurance risk, 
due to payment of “extra hazard” claims from separate treasury appropriations. 


(This is unlikely.) 


DISADVANTAGES 


(1) Receive no benefit from the “Servicemen’s Indemnity Act of 1951”. 
(2) Dividend will probably be less than the cost of pure life insurance risk. 
(3) In event of death, cash value in policy will be paid as part of $10,000. 


ALTERNATIVE NO. 2 


Waive that portion of premium representing the cost of pure insurance risk 
during period of active duty and 120 days following separation from service. At 


the expiration of this 120-day period full premium payment must be resumed. 


(Con- 


tinue allotment for total disability income provision), if any. 


ADVANTAGES 
(1) Cash value continues to increase. 


(2) All regular NSLI/USGLI rights retained, including the privilege of designat- 
ing an unlimited class of beneficiaries, and electing regular NSLI/USGLI settlement 


options. 


(3) No back premiums or reserves to pay upon separation from active service; 


original age and rate preserved. 


(4) Permits continuance of the total disability income rider, subject to payment 


of premiums. 


(5) In USGLI, preserves basic total and permanent disability benefits. 
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DISADVANTAGES 


(1) In event of death, cash value in policy will be paid as part of $10,000. 

(2) By contrast alternative “C” would provide family $10,000 gratuitous in- 
demnity plus cash surrender value, or greatly increased insurance through use of 
cash value and premiums in new commercial policy. 


ALTERNATIVE NO. 3 


Surrender policy for cash (Note: As of date of writing, policy less than 1 year 
old has no cash surrender value. If terminated prior to end of the first year it can 
only be reinstated subject to physical examination, after separation. Right to pur- 
chase new policy on same plan forfeited.) 


ADVANTAGES 


(1) Gratuitous indemnity during time in service. 

(2) May purchase additional commercial protection with the cash received from 
policy and monthly premiums previously paid for NSLI/USGLI or may otherwise 
invest these savings. 

(3) Within 120 days after separation from service may: 

(a) Purchase new permanent policy (With TDIP if attached to policy prior to 
surrender), on same plan not in excess of amount surrendered, based on then attained 
age, without physical examination. 


OR 


(b) Reinstate the old policy (with TDIP if attached to policy prior to surrender), 
as of original effective date and age, by paying the required reserve and premium 
for current month, without physical examination. 


DISADVANTAGES 


(1) TDIP is cancelled during active service. (If no TDIP on policy when sur- 
rendered, addition of rider when policy is reinstated or repurchased will be subject 
to physical examination.) 

(2) Gratuitous indemnity payable only to restricted beneficiaries and only at 
the rate of $92.80 per month or 10 years. 

(3) If cash surrender value and premium savings are not properly reinvested, 
client may lose funds, or fall behind in his accumulation plan. 


Part I—Term Policies 
ALTERNATIVE NO. 1 
Continue term insurance in force by paying premium, 


ADVANTAGES 


(1) None. (Even if dividend should exceed premium due to Treasury payment of 
“extra hazard” claims, which is unlikely, disadvantage No. 2 is controlling.) 
DISADVANTAGES 

(1) Paying a premium which Uncle Sam would be glad to pay. 

(2) If term of policy expires while paying premiums on active duty, it cannot 


be regained in original form. It may be renewed for successive terms, if renewal 
is applied for prior to expiration. (See alternative “C” below.) 
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NEW GROUP OF RESERVE ENSIGNS—Indoctrinated at Elizabeth City Air Station, during 
11-24 June these 40 newly commissioned ensigns are now serving as a Volunteer 
Reserve Officer group to stand-by for duty in case of national crisis. 





ALTERNATIVE NO. 2 


Apply for a waiver of life insurance premiums. (Note: Waiver is not automatic. 
Requires application on prescribed forms.) 

(1) If now on active duty, waiver cannot be effective as to any premiums falling 
due prior to June 2, 1951. 

(2) If an individual enters active duty after April 25, 1951 waiver cannot be effec- 
tive as to any premiums falling due prior to second calendar month after entry on 
active duty. 

(3) If TDIP is attached to policy, client may continue to pay this portion of the 
premium himself. 


ADVANTAGES 

(1) Original policy preserved, and will be renewed automatically while on active 
duty. 

(2) Retains all regular NSLI/USGLI rights, including settlement options, un- 
limited beneficiary designations, conversation. 

(3) No premium payments while on active duty, except TDIP. May purchase 
additional commercial insurance or otherwise invest savings. 

(4) No physical examinations required upon separation. Government waiver 
stops 120 days after separation, and client resumes premium payments based on 
attained age as of date of last renewal. 

(5) May continue TDIP by allotment. (New allotment must be filed for increased 
TDIP premium at time of each automatic renewal of NSLI term policy—no increase 
in allotment for USGLI policies. ) 

DISADVANTAGES 

(1) None. 
ALTERNATIVE NO. 3 

Cancel term insurance; or allow it to lapse or expire. 

ADVANTAGES 

(1) None, as compared to applying for a waiver of life insurance premiums 

(“B” above). 
DISADVANTAGES 
(1) Gratuitous indemnity limited to benefits of $92.90 per month to restricted 


beneficiaries. 
(2) Only options available after separation are: 
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(a) Subject to physical examination within 120 days after separation, may pur- 
chase new 5-year term at then attained age. (Regular NSLI/USGLI contract.) 


OR 


(db) If uninsurable by VA due to service connected disability client may within 
1 year purchase “modernized” NSLI (less favorable than old NSLI/USGLI) on 
any plan. 

(c) Within 120 days may purchase without physical examination 5-year renewable 
nonconvertible “modernized” NSLI term only. 


GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
1, TERM CONTRACTS 


A. Fill out application for waiver under Public Law 23, and reduce to amount 
needed for total disability income premium, if any. 

B. If term period expires with premiums waived, Government will renew NSLI or 
USGLI automatically. In the case of NSLI only, it is necessary at that time to 
increase the total disability income allotment to cover rate at attained age. (This 
may be handled administratively by Armed Forces—not yet decided.) 

C. Caution—If waiver not applied for and term period expires while on active 
duty (whether policy is in force or lapsed) similar contract can be regained after 
geparation only by establishing evidence of good health by physical examination. 


ll, PERMANENT CONTRACTS 


A. Individual consideration must be given to current family and financial circum- 
stances of client before best alternative can be determined. 

B. Consider carefully use of the partial waiver, under which the contribution re- 
quired from the insured at the beginning of a policy year is equal to: The cash value 
at the end of that year divided by 1.03 (NSLI) or 1.035 (USGLI), less the cash 
value at the end of the preceding year. Since future dividends would be lost, the 
portion of premium actually waived would be small. 

0. Weigh each of the following factors carefully in considering whether to sur- 
render and come under gratuitous indemnity : 

1. Can the gratuitous indemnity and new insurance produce a result equal to or 
better than the current plan? 

2. To what extent is needed commerical insurance available without war 
restrictions? 

3. Consider how much cash value is already built up in old NSLI/USGLI. (I. E. 
the degree to which insured is co-insuring with the government.) 

D. Caution—Permanent insurance less than 1 year old has no cash surrender 
value. If such insurance is terminated prior to the first anniversary, nonmedical 
reinstatement or repurchase rights will be lost. 


Hil, NOTES 


A. No premium on term insurance or for the term portion of permanent insurance 
can be waived which falls due prior to the second day of June, 1951, or the second 
day of the second calendar month following entry into active duty—whichever is 
later. 

B. It should be borne in mind that anyone on active duty may within 120 days 
after separation apply nonmedically for “modernized” NSLI 5-year renewable term 
(non-convertible)-or-if uninsurable by VA may within one year apply for “modern- 
ized” NSLI on any plan, regardless of his past action with respect to any NSLI/ 
USGLI formerly owned. 

C. The waiver of premiums under Public Law 23 can be terminated at any time, 
upon request of the insured. 
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“Proceedings” Asks For 
Articles on Safety 


The “Proceedings of the Merchant Ma- 
rine Council’, a well-known Coast Guard 
monthly publication devoted to the pub- 
lication of “important ideas in regulation 
and law and in the presentation of ideas, 
information, and education so important 
in the cooperation of all concerned where 
regulatory influences are “involved” has 

, asked for articles from marine inspection 
officers. 

Citing the general policy of the Coun- 
cil to publish articles on safety applica- 
tion aboard ship, “Lessons from Casual- 
ties,” and other information of interest- 
ing educational value, the Council asks 
for contributions for this column as well 
as “professional articles.” 

Credit for all articles will be given 
their writers. Inasmuch as the “Pro- 
ceedings” is considered to be one of the 
best publications on the subject of mari- 
time safety all contributions will serve a 
worthy purpose. 


Reserves Now Have 
Own Promotion Plan 


Amendments to the Coast Guard Re- 
serve Regulations, which appeared in the 
Federal Register of 8 August 1951 provide 
for promotion of Reserve officers on active 
and inactive duty. 

Reserve officers henceforth will have 
running mates assigned from the officers 
of.the Regular service, exclusive of extra 
numbers, who are next senior as deter- 
mined on the basis of dates of rank. 
Dates of rank of various grades for Re- 
serve officers are shown in the September 
1950 Register of Officers of the Coast 
Guard Reserve. Dates of rank in the 


Rank | 
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| Date of rank of last Reserve } 
officer included in promo- 
tion zone for each rank. 


CDR to CAPT | 1 Nov. 1942 _.....| R-7 through R-12. 
LCDR to CDR. -.--- 1 May 1944____._._..........| R-34 through R-220. 
ll AE ARE, Ai RRR AS 3 Oct. 1945. __...._.-......-.| R-575 through R-2339. 
EE 6 sic con cbblondamiaswuingas 17 Feb. 1949___............-.| R-2487 through R-3486. 
ENS to LTJG ff § aaa ee R-3491 through R-3857. 


current and prior grades for officers of 
the Coast Guard are those in a master 
register maintained at Headquarters. 
Reserve officers will enter promotion 
zones at such times as will permit them 
to be eligible for promotion at the same 
time as their running mates. 

Promotion boards for Reserve officers, 
consisting of 50 percent Reserve officers 
wherever practicable, will be convened 
concurrently with boards considering the 
promotion at the same time of their run- 
ning mates, or as soon as practicable 
thereafter. 

Those Reserve officers who are on ex- 
tended active duty besides being consid- 
ered by Reserve promotion boards when 
in a zone of promotion may also be con- 
sidered and recommended for promotion 
for temporary service by a board of Reg- 
ular officers. However such temporary 
promotions will not be made until the 
Regular running mate is promoted and 
will be held only during the course of the 
extended active duty period. 

Regular promotion boards will select 
officers from the promotion zone who are 
qualified both physically and profession- 
ally and in such numbers as are neces- 
sary to fill vacancies which will be speci- 
fied by the Commandant. 

These vacancies will be computed in ac- 
cordance with approximately the same 
distribution in the various grades as exist 
in the Naval Reserve, based upon the 
Coast Guard Reserve base mobilization 
strength, and in accordance with special- 
ist requirements. 

Presently promotion boards have been 
convened to consider officers of the Or- 
ganized and Volunteer Reserves, and i 
those on extended active duty with the 
following dates of rank and all dates of 
rank prior thereto in the grades shown: 
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President Truman Lands 
At ’Frisco Air Station 


When the world peace powers gathered 
in San Francisco to make peace with 
Japan recently, the Coast Guard played 
an important but unheralded part. The 
Coast Guard, along with the Secret Serv- 
ice, was charged with the security of 
President Truman and his plane full of 
international figures upon their arrival 
at the Coast Guard Air Station in South 
San Francisco September 3. 

A select group of about 200 persons 
were permitted inside the Air Station’s 
enclosed area as the President’s four- 
motored plane taxied to a stop. Half of 
them were newsmen, a small group were 
city and military dignitaries, and the rest 
were city, Federal and military police. 

Coast Guardsmen with loaded rifles pa- 
trolled the roof of the station hangar and 
other high vantage points where .they 
could see all movements clearly. They 
were supplemented on the station grounds 
by the Navy and Secret Service men. 

Rear Admiral J. E. Stika, who was 
both Commander of the Western Area 
and the Twelfth Coast Guard District be- 
fore his retirement on 1 October, wel- 
comed Mr. Truman as he stepped off the 
unloading platform of the Independence. 
The President’s flag flew over the Air 
Station from the time he arrived until 
he was chauffeured out through the main 
gate en route to San Francisco, a short 
time later. 

During his 2-day stay, the Independence 
was closely guarded 24 hours a day and 
no one was allowed near it. 

Early on the morning of September 5, 
after having made an historic nation- 
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PRESIDENT TRUMAN AND RADM STIKA 


wide radio and television address in San 
Francisco the night before, President Tru- 
man met Admiral Stika once again at 
the Air Station. The two walked to- 
gether to the waiting plane, talked cas- 
ually, and stopped to pose, now and then, 
for the many news photographers gath- 
ered there. 

Before the Independence started its 
long trek to Washington, D. C., the Presi- 
dent expressed his appreciation to Ad- 
miral Stika for the efficient job the Coast 
Guard had done. 


The first steamboat through the Soo 
Locks was the side-wheel passenger boat, 
Illinois on 18 June 1855, when she docked 
up-bound. 








60 


Groton Training Station 


F SIGNAL contributions in the 

QO qualification of Coast Guard en- 

listed personnel for entry into petty 

officer ranks is the Coast Guard Training 
Station, Groton, Conn. 

Under the command of Capt. Beckwith 
Jordan, USCG, who is aided by a perma- 
nent complement of about 35 officers and 
275 enlisted men, the Training Station 
handles a standing average of 1,000 
trainees from units throughout the 
service. 

Nearly 98 percent of these are in their 
first enlistment, according to a recent 
statistical sampling, with an average 6%4 
months of service. About 46 percent of 
the aggregate have had an average 3.4 
months of sea duty. 

Twelve schools for the specialty train- 
ing of enlisted personnel are currently in 
operation. The advanced BElectricians 
Mate (Telephone) course is the longest, 
requiring 30 weeks. It is followed by 
advanced Electronics Technician, at 28 
weeks, thence by the Electronics Tech- 
nician and Radioman Schools, which re- 
quire 24 weeks, and Aids to Navigation 
at 21. The remaining seven, each re- 
quiring 16 weeks, are Cooks and Bakers, 
Electricians Mates, Yeoman-Storekeeper, 
Damage Control, Gunners Mate, Hospi- 
talman, and Radarman. 

In addition to the enlisted schools, 
some specialty courses are for officers. 
These include OSV familiarization, ad- 
vanced electronics and Loran, all con- 
ducted on an intermittent basis, as pre- 
scribed by the needs of the service. 


SCHOOL COMMISSIONED IN 1942 


OMMISSIONED 1 August 1942, the 
Training Station occupies the for- 
mer 71-acre estate of the late Commodore 
Morton F. Plant, at Avery Point, Groton. 
Now unparallelled, it was then next in 
size to the Manhattan Beach station 
which was devoted primarily to recruit 
training. 
Instructors, ranging from LCDR to 
CPO, are drawn from throughout the 
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Handles 1,000 Trainees 


service and assigned on temporary-duty 
basis pending exhibition of aptitude for 
teaching. Their numbers, together with 
others of the present complement, have 
not increased since 1 January, though 
the student body has increased by 43.3 
percent. Students are admitted on basis 
of record and GCT scoring levels, and 
are required to maintain an average of 
70 percent in all schools. 

All schools are by now permanently lo- 
eated, with complete equipment repre- 
senting in the aggregate a tremendous 
investment. Nearly all utilize either 
actual or simulated field conditions, de- 
signed to enable the graduate to enter 
his post-school assignment with confi- 
dence. 


LORAN SHACK IS TYPICAL 


N EXACTLY proportioned and out- 

fitted Loran shack is typical of this, 
as is a completely energized wheelhouse 
and CIC room for Electronics students. 
Students in Radar School regularly track 
craft transiting surrounding Fishers 
Island Sound. The Aids to Navigation 
student works with smallest to largest 
lights and lenses, fog horns, and buoys 
in size to a 9 x 32 acetylene. Aspiring 
cooks actually work with the permanent 
commissary force at the outset of train- 
ing, stand regular watches prior to 
graduation. 

While students were at one time 
graduated with ratings, they now receive 
designators, pending subsequent promo- 
tion in the field. Training throughout 
all courses is highly intensive, with 
week-end liberties contingent on main- 
tenance of proper average. 

Recreational facilities include Ex- 
change, game rooms, private bathing and 
fishing facilities, movie theatre, and 
cafeteria. The excellence of morale is 
attested by no captain’s mast the Tues- 
day following leave by some 1,300 men 
on the extended Labor Day week end. 
Avex Hatey, JOC, USCG. 
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NOT ALL PLAY FOR CADETS ABOARD the training ship, Eagle as the above picture well 
shows. During a bit of heavy weather while traveling on the annual cruise, 
Academy Cadets heave-ho on a line to close-haul the sails with a wet deck under- 
foot. Picture above is a majestic sight of the ship as she is in full sail. The cadet 
cruises which began 1 June with the Hagle and Campbell finally ended back at New 
London on 2 September with visits to several European ports in the meantime. 





The first American vessel built on the A good passenger steam master received 
Great Lakes was the Washington at about $1,300 per year around 1880. 
Erie, Pa., in 1797. 
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RADM Joseph E. Stika 
Retires on 1 October 


Completing over 48 years of Service, 
RADM Joseph Edward Stika, USCG, re- 
tired on 1 October to settle in a long- 
awaited life of quiet and ease somewhere 
in the San Francisco Bay area. 

Rear Admiral Stika was born on Sep- 
tember 21, 1889, at Milwaukee, Wis. He 
attended the public schools of Milwaukee 
and Kewaunee, Wis., and on October 19, 
1908, was appointed a cadet for training 
at the Coast Guard Academy, New Lon- 
don, Conn. Progressing through the var- 
ious grades of the service, he was pro- 
moted to Rear Admiral on January 30, 
1948. 

His first assignment was in December 
1910 to the Androscoggin on duty in the 
North Atlantic. Commissioned an En- 
sign on January 18, 1911, he continued 
service on board the Androscoggin, with 
a short period of temporary duty on the 
Itasca. In April 1913 he was transferred 
to the Tuscarora, on duty on the Great 
Lakes, followed a year later with assign- 
ment to the Snohomish, with Port Ange- 
les, Wash., as her home port. He made 
two Alaskan cruises on the Unalga, to 
which he was assigned from April 1916 
to March 1917, when he returned to the 
Tuscarora for a short tour of duty. Tele- 
graphic orders to the Yamacraw in the 
Atlantic were soon superseded by a trans- 
fer to the Itasca on duty at San Juan, 
P. R. 

In World War I, he was awarded the 
Navy Cross, accompanied by a citation 
signed by Josephus Daniels, Secretary 
of the Navy, “for heroic conduct on the 
oceasion of the fire at the shell-loading 
plant, Morgan, N. J., when, with others, 
he moved a train of nine cars loaded with 
high explosives to a place of safety 
through an area where fire was liable to 
break out at any moment.” The incident 
occurred October 7, 1918, 8 months after 
he had been transferred to the New York 
Division from San Juan. With five en- 
listed Coast Guardsmen and two soldiers, 
all volunteers, he laid down rails and di- 
rected the moving of the cars filled with 
TNT to safety. 





RADM JOSEPH E. STIKA 


In November 1918 he was transeferred 
to duty at the Coast Guard Depot, Balti- 
more, Md., and a year later to the Apache, 
then to the Yamacraw, and in May 1920 
to command the Manhattan during the 
Lipton Cup Races off New York. 

In July 1920 he was assigned to out- 
fitting the Chillicothe. He assumed com- 
mand of it and had interesting duty 
during the prohibition regime on the 
Canadian border. In January 1922 he 
was given temporary duty on the Seneca 
and in December of that year was as- 
signed to duty on the Ossipee in the North 
Atlantic. In March 1923 he was assigned 
to the Modoc for three ice patrol seasons 
off the Grand Banks. 

He was made executive officer of the 
Conynham in June 1925 and in July of 
the next year, made commanding officer 
of the Roe, operating out of New York. 
In May 1929 he was assigned to duty 
with the New York Division, and pro- 
moted to the rank of Commander, Sep- 
tember 1, 1930. In March of 1932 he was 
given command of the Seneca, which was 
on duty at San Juan, P. R. In June 1934 
the Unalga replaced the Seneca at Puerto 
Rico and he assumed command of that 
vessel. .Rear Admiral Stika was com- 
mended by the Swedish Government for 
“the good work and excellent seaman- 
ship displayed by the Commander, offi- 
cers, and crew of the Coast Guard Cutter 
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Unalga” on the occasion of the accident 
which occurred to the Swedish Training 
Ship A. F. Chapman in the harbor of 
San Juan, P. R., on July 18, 1934. 

In January 1935 he was appointed Pur- 
chasing Officer, Coast Guard Store, New 
York, followed in July of that year by 
assignment as Ordnance Officer at Coast 
Guard Headquarters, Washington, D. C. 
Under his supervision many improve- 
ments were made in Lifesaving Ordnance, 
including the Lyle line-throwing gun. 
The system of training all law enforce- 
ment divisions of the Treasury in re- 
volver shooting was instituted and put 
into working condition under his admin- 
istration, and he also promoted the eifi- 
ciency of the Coast Guard rifle teams. 


““EXEC”” OF ACADEMY 


In May 1937 he was assigned to duty 
as executive officer of the Coast Guard 
Academy, where he remained until June 
of 1940, when he becume Commanding 
Officer of the Bibb, which was on Atlantic 
weather patrol. 

From 1941 to 1943 he served simul- 
taneously as Commanding Officer, Ala- 
meda Base, Purchasing Officer, Pacific 
Coast, and Superintendent, Merchant Ma- 
rine Training Station, Government 
Island, Alameda, Calif., and in May 1942 
was appointed Commanding Officer of the 
Coast Guard Training Station at Alameda 
in addition. He returned to the East 
Coast in September 1943 for duty as Dis- 
trict Port Security Officer, Fifth Naval 
District, Captain of the Port, Norfolk, 
Va., and Assistant District Coast Guard 
Officer at the busy port of Norfolk. In 
September 1945 he resumed duty at Gov- 
ernment Island, Alameda, Calif., as Com- 
manding Officer of the Coast Guard 
Group, which included Operating Base, 
Supply Depot, and the Training Stations. 

Rear Admiral Stika was assigned to 
duty as Commander, Thirteenth Coast 
Guard District with Headquarters at 
Seattle, Wash., on July 8, 1946. He came 
to San Francisco, Calif., on March 13, 
1949, where he had had duty as Com- 
mander, 12th Coast Guard District, and 
Commander, Western Area. 
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About the Bulletin 


An attempt is made each month to 
improve and make more readable the 
Bulletin. In so doing it is hoped that 
there will be items of interest and 
general information for all Coast 
Guard personnel. 

Headquarters is particularly desir- 
ous that the Bulletin should be given 
the widest possible distribution among 
service personnel. By necessity the 
number of copies available is re- 
stricted. Thus it behooves all com- 
mands to see to it that their allotment 
of the Bulletin is properly and fully 
distributed. 











In the Line of Duty... 


23 August 1951. 
Vick ApM. MERLIN O’NEILL, 
Commandant of the U. 8S. Coast Guard. 
DEAR ADMIRAL: 

As Governor of the State of Kansas I 
wish to express my appreciation and the 
gratitude of the citizens of Kansas for 
the assistance furnished by the U. S. 
Coast Guard to the people of our State 
during the recent flood disaster. 

I wish particularly to commend CDR 
R. Ridgely and his detachment of 28 en- 
listed men, most of whom were furnished 
by districts other than the Second Dis- 
trict, and also LTJG Willis N. Seechorn 
and a detachment of 18 men of the Second 
Coast Guard District from St. Louis. 
These officers demonstrated initiative and 
resourcefulness in a high degree and the 
men of their detachment worked con- 
rageously and untiringly throughout the 
period July 12 to 15 to accomplish their 
life-saving mission. 

Sincerely, 
(Signed) Epwarp F. Arn, 
Governor of Kansas. 


The September-October Spanish pro- 
gram publication of the Voice of America 
contained a two-page spread describing 
the functions of the Ocean Stations main- 
tained by the Coast Guard. 
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“For Meritorious Performance of Duty” — 


The Commandant has awarded the Commendation Ribbon to: 


DELMAR R. HOTCHKISS ENC—On the morning of 9 April 1951, he went to the 
assistance of two men in danger of drowning after their skiff swamped in Hawk 
Channel, south of Key West, Fla. Hotchkiss was serving as a crew member aboard 
Coast Guard Patrol Boat No. 83403, engaged in searching for the overdue skiff, 
when it was sighted with two men hanging onto the side. Noting that the men 
were in a weakened condition Hotchkiss dove fully clothed into the water and was 
holding up one of the victims, who had become unconscious, when the other victim, 
seeing that help was at hand, released his grip on the skiff. He reached Hotckiss 
who, by his determined efforts, held up both men until a line could be passed to 
him and all taken aboard the patrol boat. Hotchkiss’ initiative, selflessness and 
unwavering devotion to duty were in — with the highest traditions of the 
United States Coast Guard. 





MARVIN LEE LOFTON, AM2—On the morning of 5 May 1951, he went to the assist- 


ance of a man in danger of drowning in Lake Borgne, about 8 miles southeast of 
Chef Menteur. Serving as a crew member aboard a Coast Guard plane which located 
the overdue fishing skiff with two men aboard, Lofton saw one man go over the side 
to pick up a message block dropped from the plane. When it became apparent that 
the man could not get back to the skiff, the plane was landed nearby. Realizing 
that the man was in danger of drowning Lofton donned a life jacket and, carrying 
a life jacket for the man, dove from the plane into the rough water. He reached 
the victim and held him afloat until the plane could be taxied into position and a 
line thrown him. Then, with great difficulty, Lofton held the exhausted man with 
one hand and the line with the other until he could be pulled aboard the plane. 
Lofton’s initiative, courage, and unwavering devotion to duty were in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard. 





GERDO W. PEYTON, AO2—On 19 and 20 November 1950, while serving as a crew 


member aboard a Coast Guard helicopter engaged in flood rescue operations in 
Fresno County, Calif., and using a life jacket and line, Peyton went to the assistance 
of numerous persons in danger of drowning and, on several occasions, swam the 
raging flood waters to assist stranded persons in reaching safety. By his inge- 
nuity, resourcefulness, and tact, he gave comfort to the women and children, 
thereby averting panic and hysteria, and making the task of evacuation consider- 
ably easier. Peyton’s initiative, courage, and unwavering devotion to duty were 
in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard. 





WILLIAM FRANCIS FEGER, Jr. SA—On the morning of 14 May 1951, when he 
went to the assistance of a man in danger of drowning after two vessels collided 
east of Cape Henry, near Norfolk, Va. Serving aboard the monomy surfboat of the 
USCGC Cherokee, when it went to the rescue, Feger noticed a survivor a short 
distance away who had gone beneath the surface of the water for a second or 
third time. Fully clothed and without regard for his own personal safety, Feger 
went over the side and succeeded in bringing the unconscious survivor back to the 
boat where both were taken aboard. 
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CUTTER Matagorda, trans-oceanic airlines and “We, The People” 
show get together following the recent telecast on which the Coast Guardsmen first 
met the airline hostesses they had sights unseen voted “Miss Heavenly Voice” 
and “Miss Heavenly Body.” 


Left to right: Guy A. DeVito, RD3; Chester W. Erion, 8O1; Phyllis Carroll, TWA 
hostess; Lieut. Comdr. William K. Earle, USCG, Commanding Officer of the Mata- 
gorda; Marshall Petty (seated), RD3; Dan Seymour, “We, The People”; Lieut. 
Philip A. Simpson, Matagorda operations officer; Evelyn Conlon, PAA hostess; 
and Ensign Ferney M. McKibben, Matagorda navigator. 


Matagorda’s Crew Makes as to wind and surface observation, the 


hostesses would often come on the air to 


We The People TV Show practice communications procedure. The 


The crew of the cutter Matagorda were cutter’s radar team conceived the dual 
not disappointed with their ability as contest to help pass the time “on station” 
contest judges when they met their un- and slack periods became happy times as 
seen though frequently heard choices for Conran’. date was compiled by radio. 
“Miss Heavenly Body” and “Miss Heav- ‘Body” candidates readily gave their 
enly Voice’ on a recent We The People physical dimensions and “voice” contest- 
television show produced in New York. ®"t8 read poetry a free erga Soon 
The girls, hostesses aboard trans-Atlantic the contest was an “all hands” project 
airliners, were selected by radio in a con- and the ultra-high-frequency, short-range 
Rep ree eS hep te Matenshiee sen radio receivers in the CIC were linked to 
while she pa wera came dhttien “hes the ship’s recreational radio loudspeakers, 


Ms enabling all hands to listen to the con- 
lie,” midway between Gander and Prest- versation and vote their favorites. 
wick, on the Great-Circle Route. 


Outstripping their 500 rivals, Miss 
After the usual check-in by the passing Evelyn Conlon, New York, a Pan-Ameri- 
airliner which would give time and place ¢an Airways hostess, was named “Miss 
of departure, destination and estimated Heavenly Body,” and Miss Phyllis Car- 
time of arrival, altitude, course and speed roll, Trans-World Airways, was picked as 
with the ship’s response of information ‘Miss Heavenly Voice.” 
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Historical Supplement 


(Reprints from “THEY HAD TO GO OUT”) 











Suppression of Piracy 


With the cessation of hostilities in 1815, William Doughty, naval constructor, was 7 
asked to design three new classes of cutters, arranged according to size as 31, 51 and 
79 tons. These ships were built on the extreme Baltimore Clipper model with very © 
high stern, and relatively low bow. The Alabama and Louisiana were built in 1819 
on the 51-ton model. On August 31, 1819, these two cutters, on their way to their ~ 
stations in the Gulf, fought with a Mexican privateer Bravo, commanded by one ~ 
La Farge, a lieutenant of the notorious Jean Lafitte, who had resumed his piratical 7 
occupation after rendering distinguished service at New Orleans, and captured her z 
after a slight engagement. Later, these two cutters, still working together destroyed © 
Fetterson’s town on Breton Island, a notorious pirate’s den, practically putting an 4 
end to organized piracy on the Gulf Coast, though piratical craft from Mexico, Cen- { 
tral, and South America, subsequently made incursions on that coast. In 1822, the ~ 
Alabama took three slavers, while the Louisiana, in conjunction with a U. S. and 
British battleship captured five pirate vessels. : 


Anti-Nullification Operations—South Carolina 1832 


During the attempt to nullify the laws relating to the collection of the revenue | 
from imports by the State of South Carolina in November 1832, five vessels of the | 
Revenue Cutter Service, as it was then first called, were ordered to Charleston ® 
Harbor with instructions “to take possession of any vessel arriving from a foreign ™ 
port, and defend her against any attempt to dispossess the Customs Officers of her a 
custody until all the requirements of the law have been compiled with.” President | 
Jackson reinforced these instructions with the statement that “if a single drop of? 
blood shall be shed in opposition to the laws of the United States, I will hang the 
first man I can lay my hands on, upon the first tree I can reach.” By 1832, according” 
to Smith, “Early History of the Revenue Marine” there were 18 vessels aad 92 officers 
in the Revenue Cutter Service. The Service no longer recognized the titles of! H 

masters and mates” but commissions were issued containing the specific rank of ] 

Captain and of First, Second, and Third Lieutenants. There were also warrant # 
officers and seamen. 


War of 1812 


In the War of 1812, the Revenue Marine, comprising 16 vessels, operated. with 
numerous small gunboats, in protecting the coasting trade by organizing convoy 
between ports, attacked or warded off attacks of privateers and armed flotillas sent 
out by British squadrons which ranged freely along our coasts, and captured hostile 
armed merchantmen. Nine cutters, averaging 125 tons, armed with 6 to 10 light 
guns, and with crews of 15 to 30, took 14 prizes. Within a week the Jefferson seized 
the Patriot the first prize of the war and soon after the Madison brought the brig 
Shamrock, 300 tons, into Savannah, following this with the capture of the Wade, 
laden with $20,000 in specie. The Vigilant took the British ship Dart, sailing under 
letters of Marque after a battle between Newport and Block Island. 
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